
	Emergency Preparedness Group
	                           EmrgncPrp@sbcglobal.net
“The time will come that gold will hold no comparison in value to a bushel of wheat.” 
 President Brigham Young


Water Storage
Because we cannot live without it, water is the most essential of the basic items to store so will be considered first.  Most of the following information is excerpted from the Walton Feed website - considerably more info is available there so take a minute to follow the link.  http://waltonfeed.com/self/water.html  
Emergency water minimum requirement –

· 14 gallons per person for two week emergency – subsistence only – 2 quarts drinking, 2 quarts for cleaning and bathing purposes each day.  Store more if you have room. The average American uses 140 gallons/per/day - drinking, bathing, laundry, dishes, lawns, etc.
· Store flavorings (fruit drink powders, Kool-Aid, etc.) to enhance flavor in case the taste is objectionable.  Store long-term in original packages in glass jars with tight fitting lids, even better - vacuum pack the jars.  Be sure to store sufficient sugar or other sweetener.
The easiest way to store the bulk of your water is in 55 gallon polyethylene (plastic) water drums.  Use only good quality food grade containers - most popular sizes are 5, 7, 15, and 55 gallon.  Consider storing between two and six of the smaller containers along with 55 gallon drums.  They will be easier to transport water in the normal course of events or when your normal water source is disrupted - earthquake, hurricane, etc., and you might have to go to a secondary water source such as a water truck, stream, etc. to refill.  Water weighs approximately 8 lbs. per gallon.  Fifty-five gallon drums are awkward and much too heavy to handle (440 lbs).  Smaller containers would require too many trips, especially if you have to go on foot.  Fifteen gallon containers are very practical and can be put into a wheelbarrow or child's wagon and wheeled to and from an area.  
Previous recommendation was to add 8 drops of chlorine bleach (not scented or thickened) per gallon of water.  The new FEMA suggestion is just to pour water from an approved source into clean containers and cap tightly.  If the container has been previously used it is definitely recommended to add bleach.  Water should be rotated every six months and can be used to water the lawn.
Used food grade containers are usually available from companies that distribute beverages or syrups.  If properly cleaned they provide low-cost good containers.  Caution - often the taste or odor of the original contents has leached into the plastic and over time may be reintroduced to your water (choose something you wouldn't mind tasting or smelling in your water).  Not recommended - gallon milk jug type containers.
OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE WEEK 
To purchase new or used water barrels check the yellow pages for local sources (South Summit is in Richardson TX – www.southsummit.com ) or order online - Google 'food grade water containers for sale' or try www.waltonfeed.com 
Watch for Kool-Aid type drink mixes on sale locally and purchase a quantity.  
Free instructions on how to build a stand to hold 55 gallon barrels horizontally are available - reply to this email with your request.
	To unsubscribe simply return this email with Unsubscribe in the subject line or email to EmrgncPrp@sbcglobal.net.  Feel free to forward to interested friends; the goal is to increase the awareness, desire, and ability of people to be prepared for potential emergencies in keeping with the counsel of the Prophets and the US Government.
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